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n a TV interview on December 5, Prime Minister

Imran Khan announced that Sargodha University

would be the first university in Pakistan to start a
PhD program on Seerat-un-Nabi. This would be a key
component of his government's wide-ranging plan
to enable the youth to emulate the life and deeds of
Holy Prophet Muhammad &, a role model for the
entire humanity.

The plan is part of the Government's declared
agenda of reconstructing the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan as Riyasat-e-Madinah and includes a host of
initiatives, which the Prime Minister identified as
teaching Seerat-un-Nabi classes at the elementary
school level, introducing a single curriculum at the
national level and studying Sufism at the new Al-
Qadir University, named after the great Sufi figure
Abdul Qadir Jilani.

To prepare the curriculum of PhD in Seerat-
un-Nabi, the University has constituted a
Board of Advisors of eminent scholars of
Islam in the country, including, among
others, Dr Khalid Masud, Dr Qibla Ayyaz, Mr
Khurshid Nadeem and Mr Sabookh Syed.

Dr Khalid Masud Dr Qibla Ayyaz  Mr Khurshid Nadeem Mr Sabookh Syed

Research Areas

The PhD program on Seerat-un-Nabi, in both
coursework and thesis research to be undertaken in
Urdu, English and Arabic, will explore the following
themes:

Sustainable Development
Character Building

International Relations
Islamophobia

SocialJustice

Human Rights

Women Rightsand Gender Studies
Inter-faith Harmony/Intra-faith Harmony
Classical Seerah Literature (Arabic)
Modern Trendsin Seerah Studies
Western Literature on Seerah

Seerah Literatureinthe Sub-Continent

Conflict Resolution

Dr Feroz-ud-Din Shah, the Chair of the Department
of Islamic and Arabic Studies, attributes the
University's distinctive achievement to its current
administration's consistent efforts to inculcate the
Islamic values among the students and young
faculty. 'Sargodha region has a heritage of Sufism,
which is in synch with our institutional profile since
college times; so, it is a perfect place to start the
PhD program on Seerah Studies," he says.
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The building of International Centre for Seerah Studies at University of Sargodha, as proposed in the PC-1

he University of Sargodha has already

submitted a PC1 worth over Rs 500 million to

the Federal Education Ministry to establish an
International Centre for Seerah Studies (ICSS), which
will run the PhD program on Seerat-un-Nabi and act
asahubfor Seerah studiesandresearch.Theaimisto
investigate how a contemporary Muslim society can
be constructed based on Uswa-e-Hasana, the way of
life of Holy Prophet Muhammad .

The PC1 has been prepared by the University's senior
academics, including Director Academics Dr Masud
Sarwar Awan, and Dr Feroz-ud-Din Shah and Dr
Shahbaz Manj from the Department of Islamic and
Arabic Studies, and Directorate of Planning and
Development staff.

Objectives

The ICSS willaim to achieve the following objectives:

B Encourage and train researchers to explore the
practical value of the Seerah of Holy Prophet ¢ in
current circumstances by providing them with
relevant resources and academic atmosphere.

B Serve as a Centre of Excellence to offer public
policy advice to the Government in resolving
recurrent issues in the light of the Seerah of Holy
Prophet ..

B Create opportunities for communication
between students, researchers and
organizations interested in specialized research
on Seerah Studies.

B Collaborate with other such centres all over the
world particularly in Muslim countries for joint
research and knowledge exchange.

B Exchange expertise and organize national and
international conferences and conventions in
collaboration with international universities and
researchersworking on Seerah.

B Prepare specialized studies and research reports
inthefield of Seerah andits pertinent areas.

Components

In order to become a hub of scholarship in Seerah
Studies, ICSS will have the following components:

E PhDscholarships

ICSS will offer 10 PhD scholarships each year for
the next five years to attract local and foreign
student enrolments in the field of Seerah
Studies.

Seerah Chair

ICSS will host a Seerah Chair, which will be
headed by an eminent Islamic scholar, to
promote scholarly dialogue and understanding
on the Uswa-e-Hasana of Holy Prophet
Muhammad &, by organizing seminars,
symposium and conferences, and starting a
variety of publications, including a bi-annual
journal, titled International Journal of Seerah
Studies.

Seerah Library

ICSS will have a Seerah library, uniquely
equipped with the fundamental sources of
Seerah literature in the form of books and
periodicals, both in hard and digital forms, to
facilitate the researchersat home and abroad.

Scholarsin Residence

ICSS will initiate a six-monthly 'Scholars in
Residence' program for scholars from across the
Muslim world to undertake advanced research
related to Seerah Studies, to promote collective
intellectual exchange, i.e.ijtihad.

Post-Doctoral Fellowships

ICSS will also offer post-doctoral fellowships to
the faculty members of Islamic and Arabic
studies at Sargodha University to learn the Arabic
language and Seerah courses from the Muslim
world'sleading institutions.




CIEF ASSURES COOPERATION FOR DEEPENING
BILATERAL TIES THROUGH SUSTAINED POLIGIES
OF DEVELOPING CONFUCIUS INSTITUTES IN ASIA
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Meeting was held among senior officials from the CIEF and other partner universities from China and Asian Confucius Institutes in Beijing on December 15, 2020

ice Chancellor Dr Ishtiag Ahmad and Dr

Fazal ur Rahman, Director Pakistan Institute

of China Studies (PICS) participated in the
virtual 2020 Asian Confucius Institute Forum jointly
organized by the newly established China
International Education Foundation which has
replaced Hanban and the Beijing Normal University,
on December5.

The forum themed on 'Collaboration and Innovation
for an Extraordinary Future of Confucius Institutes'
invited senior officials from the Foundation and
other partner universities from China and Asian
Confucius Institutes. In their keynote speeches Prof
Zhou Zuoyu, Deputy Secretary-General of Chinese
International Education Foundation and Vice
President of Beijing Normal University and Professor
Liu Li, Vice President of China International
Education Foundation and President of Beijing
Language and Culture University reassured the
partner universities running Confucius Institutes of

their continued support and further contributions to
boost and sustain the development of Confucius
Institutes.

While appreciating the role of Confucius Institutes in
bridging civilizational gaps among the Asian
communities and creating a deeper understanding
among the people through academic exchanges
and joint research, Dr Ishtiag Ahmad acknowledged
that cooperation, developing friendly relations
between China and foreign countries, promoting the
development of multiculturalism in the world, and
building a harmonious world are some of the major
objectives of Confucius Institutes.

k€ with the establishment of the Confucius
Institute at Sargodha University, new vistas
of opportunities are opened for the students
in terms of further studies in China, seeking
better jobs and exploring avenues of
business opportunities with China. 3 3

Dr Fazal ur Rahman

MAPS OUT COMPREHENSIVE
COLLABORATION PLAN FOR MUTUAL
ENGAGEMENT THROUGH CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE
WITH CHINA'S HENAN NORMAL UNIVERSITY

Online meeting was held between University of Sargodha and Henan Normal University on December 15, 2020

o discuss the tangible issues of cooperation

regarding the Confucius Institute (Cl), an

online meeting was held between the Henan
Normal University (HNU) and Sargodha University on
December 15. Pakistan Institute of China Studies
(PICS) is overseeing and steering the university's
collaborative ventures with Chinese institutions. The
establishment of the Cl has expedited mutually
beneficial processes, especially for the educated
youth.

During the meeting, both sides expressed their
gratitude for extending cooperation for the
establishment of Confucius Institute at Sargodha
University and discussed the mutual areas of
cooperation to introduce, disseminate and reinforce
the cultural knowledge and understanding of each
other especially among the youth of both the
countries.

The Chinese side, represented by the Vice President
Mr Li Xuezi of HNU appreciated the efforts of
Sargodha University for consolidating logistical
support by constructing a state-of-the-art center for
housing the Confucius Institute besides an
auditorium having the capacity to accommodate
more than 1000 students and accommodation for

the Chinese Director and teachers of Cl at SU. HNU is
also making concerted efforts for the development
of Clthat includes arranging financial support for the
teachersand otherrelated activities.

Areas of Cooperation

B Engage faculty members in academic research
through exchange programs that will serve as a
bridge between the two universities and the
people of the two countries.

For joint research projects on areas of mutual
interest and collaboration in agriculture, faculty
members from both universities would be
encouraged tointeract with each other.

Strong research teams would be established
under senior professors for specific subject areas,
especially, physics, chemistry, mathematics,
biology, environmental sciences and agriculture.
They will have regular interaction online and
devise ways to dovirtual joint research projects.

For cooperation in teaching, HNU will provide
online teaching to the Cl students, while, faculty
of other departments will deliver lectures,
conduct workshops and offer short courses
virtually.




ON RENEWED
HOPES FOR

Senator Ambassador Ms Victoria Schofield Prof Alfred de Zayas Prof Joseph Wronka

GOVERNOR'S 'WALL OF CORONA HEROQES'
ACKNOWLEDGES THE SERVICES OF SARGODHA
UNIVERSITY TO COMBAT THE PANDEMIC

KASHMIR  3_ir

SETTLEMENT ™8

omarkthe International Human Rights Day

on December 10, the Organization of

Kashmir Coalition brought together
eminent scholars on Kashmir in an international
webinar on Human Rights and the New US
Administration: Impact on South Asia (with
special reference toJammuand Kashmir.

Excerptsfrom Vice Chancellor'sremarks:

B The transition to Democratic leadership in the
United States under President Joe Biden has
renewed hopes for peaceful resolution of the
Kashmir dispute. Not least because Vice
President Kamala Harrisis on record for having
pledged not to leave the suffering Kashmiris
alone, a possibility that may translate into
reality if the international stakeholders of
peace in Kashmir can generate enough
diplomatic momentum in the light of current

ON ACADEMIA'S
ROLE IN CPEC

he National Parliamentary Task Force on

Sustainable Development Goals and the

Convener of the Senate Special Committee on
National Cohesion organized a national seminar on
'CPEC: Challenges & Opportunities' on November 24,
in Islamabad.

The speakers, among others, included Federal
Ministers Fawad Ahmed Chaudhry and Shibli Faraz,
Deputy Speaker National Assembly Qasim Khan Suri,
and Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiag Ahmad.

The Vice Chancellor's remarks on the occasion
focused on the crucial role that higher education can
play for durable progress in the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor. Here are some excerpts from his
speech:

B CPEC is a long-term project. Our first and
foremost role as academics is to build a rational
perspective on this project, especially in terms of
its current state and progressive outcome.
Therefore, in place of the apparently flawed

i

Ambassador Prof Joseph Alay Prof Nazir A Shawl Barrister Dr Ishtiag Ahmad

Arif Kamal A Majid Tramboo

Indian repressioninthedisputed region.

By annexing and dividing the disputed region
of Jammu and Kashmir in August 2019 and
thereafter undertaking an unprecedented
process of political and demographic
marginalization of its largely Muslim populace,
India's BJP government of Prime Minister
Narender Modi has taken the fate of Kashmiri
Muslims to the next level of state repression. If
the key issue before was India's refusal to
implement the UN Security resolutions in the
disputed territory.

Therefore, by default, the unfolding tragedy in
Jammu and Kashmir offers a rare opportunity
for proactive diplomacy, which is reinforced by
the possible shift in regional geopolitics after
the end of populist Republicanism under
President Donald Trumpinthe US.

Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiag Ahmad sheds light on academia's role in CPEC

'game changer' discourse, there is a need for
serious and realistic scholarship on the matter.

A second relevant role that universities can play,
through research and scholarship, is to guide
public policy, especially now that the CPEC has
entered its second phase, involving trade,
industrial, agricultural and technological
cooperation, and government officials of the two
countries are talking about establishing Special
Economic Zones (SEZs).

Finally, the universities must gear up to overcome
the enormous knowledge and cultural gap that
exists between Chinese and Pakistani people.

n recognition of invaluable services rendered by

the University of Sargodha amidst the pandemic,

the name of the Vice Chancellor, Dr Ishtiag
Ahmad is featured on the 'Corona Heroes Wall' at
Governor House Lahore.

The Punjab Governor and Chancellor of Sargodha
University, Chaudhary Muhammad Sarwar
established a 'Wall of Corona Heroes' at Governor
House Lahore to pay homage to the frontline soldiers
who fought valiantly in the challenging times of
COVID-19 pandemic by rendering invaluable services
and philanthropic donations. The wall was
inaugurated by the President of Pakistan, Dr Arif Alvi
on Oct 28.

To combat the challenges of the pandemic,
Sargodha University donated Rs 4.3 Million in Prime
Minister's Corona Relief Fund, launched
telemedicine centre and established a field hospital
to accommodate 100 corona patients at Sargodha
Medical College.

Despite limited resources, the University of Sargodha
swiftly shifted to online pedagogy and continue its
academic services virtually. To ensure guality in e-
learning through sustainable policy, the University
devised two-tier monitoring and evaluation process

£ £ The purpose of the Corona Heroes Wall is to
acknowledge and pay tribute to Corona
Heroes including doctors, medical staff,
vice-chancellors of universities, Police,
Armed Forces and other sections of the

society. 33

Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar
Chancellor / Governor Punjab

through QEC Task Force, facilitated online teaching
practices through the Learning Management
System and developed an online assessment
module forensuring transparency in exams.




QUANTUM JUMP IN INSTITUTIONAL
PRODUCTIVITY DURING 2017-2020

he Office of Controller of Examinations at

University of Sargodha has seen a visible

increase in the number of degrees issued,
verification of degree and transcripts, revenue
generated through examinations, number of
students passed under Term, Semester and
Annual Systems, and award of PhD and
MS/MPhil degrees during 2017-2020.

REFORMS

B Delegation of powers of Vice
Chancellor to Controller of
Examinationsand others.

Rotation of staff through periodic
transfers.

Swift and expeditious process of
evaluation by regular / constant
follow up with the evaluators.

Immediate presentation of
evaluation reports of PhD Scholars
in meeting of Advanced Studies and
Research Board for consideration /
approval.

Establishment of  centralized
plagiarism check policy through
Director ORIC to ensure
transparency and originality.

Conduct of three convocations in
three years 2017-2019 (Issuance of
degreestograduates of 2013-2017).

Launch of online portal to apply for
issuance of degrees and verification
of transcripts/degrees.

Arrangements are being made for

This comparative edge in performance than the
previous years is due to wide-ranging structural
reforms during the tenure of the incumbent Vice
Chancellor, notwithstanding the fact the Office of
Controller of Examinations still faces pending
capacity issues pertaining to human and IT
resources. The brief on reforms and their
outcomes follows.

conduct of another convocation
expected to be held in January 2021
for award of degrees to graduates of
2018 &2019.

Launch of online portal for
admission of Associate Degree in
Arts / Science / Commerce,
MA/MSc/M.Com, Pharm-D &DPT.

Uploading of Roll No. Slips and
Detailed Marks Sheet on University
website.

Launch of online portal for daily
attendance of supervisory staff and
candidates appearing at various
examination centres constituted
across Punjab.

Revision in lists of supervisory staff
appointed to conduct external
examinationsacross Punjab.

Start of complaint resolution system
and effective service delivery in
collaboration with newly
established Facilitation Centre by
promptly responding to queries
through emails, SMS and UAN.

DEGREES ISSUED 2007-2020

DEGREE VERIFICATIONS 2017-2020
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PHDs PRODUCED 2005-2020

OUTCOMES

Prompt decision making and
implementation.

Improvement in the working of
officersand officials.

Record number of PhDs produced
in the year 2018, 2019 & 2020 strictly
adheringto HEC's quality criteria.

Speedy and expeditious issuance of
degrees to thousands of graduates
waiting for degrees for many years
thus clearing backlog of degrees
accumulated over theyears.

Issuance of verifications of degrees /
transcripts within seven days.

Issuance of degrees to the
applicantswithina month.

Decrease in time span between
admissions and conduct of
Examinations.

Smooth and error free conduct of
examinations.

Saving of expenditure incurred on
dispatch of Roll No. Slip and Detailed
Marks Sheets to thousands of
candidates.

Effective monitoring of
examinationson daily basis.

Decrease in time span between
conduct of examination and
declaration of result.

Transparency and efficiency in
conduct of examinations
minimizing use of unfair means on
the part of candidates.

Significant decrease in number of
visitorsin the office.

Significant decrease in litigation
and complaints lodged by the
students in office of Ombudsman
Punjab and courts and Pakistan
Citizen Portal.




MOU WITH SARGODHA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRIES TO ESTABLISH 'GENTER OF

EXCELLENCE ON CITRUS'

o establish 'Center of Excellence for Citrus' the
University of Sargodha has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with

Sargodha Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (SCC&l) on December17,2020.

The project worth of Rs 200 million will be funded by
the SCC&Il through its export developmental funds.
The agreement of mutual cooperation was signed by
the Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiag Ahmad and Malik Asif
Ameer Awan, the president of SCC&I. The center of
excellence for citrus will be run and managed by a
board of management jointly headed by the
president SCC&I and the Dean Faculty of Agriculture,
Sargodha University.

Both parties agreed to take initiatives enhancing
domestic demand and international export of citrus,
dissemination of relevant information, and trainings
as well as the capacity building of upcoming
entrepreneurs.

Areas of Cooperation

B Under the MoU, the University will provide the
land for this center at its College of Agriculture in
which joint research and developmental projects
will be run.

The University will arrange trainings and
counselling for the farmers, growers and
stakeholdersoflocal citrusindustry.

The University will also help the SCC&I by

Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiag Ahmad and President of SCC&I Malik Asif
are posing for photograph after signing MoU

providing the required certificates to enhance
citrus export after the establishment of center of
excellence for citrus.

Addressing the occasion, the Vice Chancellor said
that universities should come forward to put value
addition in national development and growth as the
urgent efforts are needed in the fields like
agricultural industry and public policy with special
focus on local industry and market in order to
improve international competitiveness.

£ & The mega project will yield fruitful results
by boosting economic development of

Sargodha and the national growthas well. J )
Malik Asif Ameer Awan

President, SCC&/

SU BECOMES MEMBER OF AL-JAMAIYAT
AL-DAWLIYAT LAQSAM AL-ARABIYA

Sargodha has received the membership of
International Organization of Arabic Fields (Al-
Jamaiyat Al-Dawliyat Lagsam Al-Arabiya).

The Department of Islamic and Arabic Studies

The membership was awarded by the director of the
International Organization of Arabic Fields on the
recognition of the Department's performance and
achievements focused on modern research
methodologies in the field of Islamic and Arabic
Studies. The organization is aimed at encouraging
research, professional development and studies for
the Arabic language. It also works for educating the
world about the importance of the Arabic language
and its connection with other different languages.

Key Points

B Thisgrant will open a door of opportunities as the
Department will now be able to collaborate with
the departments offering Arabic language and
literature around the world.

B It will open doors for knowledge exchange by
providing a platform for the promotion of the
Arabic language and disclose modern research
techniques.

B The organization will provide its support,
cooperation and integration to achieve more
accomplishments in the field of Arabic language
at both the nationaland international level.

ONLINE ADMISSIONS FALL 2020: SURGE IN
MERIT AND APPLICANTS AMID THE PANDEMIC

The University of Sargodha smoothly completed the process of its online admissions for Fall 2020 while
ensuring strict compliance 1o SOPs amid the pandemic, Like pravious years, the digitization of admission
process facilitated around 43000 aspirants to apply in mare than 150 degree programs for regular and
celf-support basis,

Due to the agenda of reforms introduced sustainable policies adopted for the improvement in academic
reputation and global rankings of Sargodha University, the online admission stats for Fall 2020 ob=erved
a surge in the number of applications received and the continuous rise of the merit for every degree
program as compared to the previous yvears. Moreover, the university is concentrating on skill-based
undergraduate programs to overcome the challenges of unemployment. Resultantly, the university
received a record number of applications this year in undergraduate programs

MOST TRENDING
Around applicants for admissions in ACADEMIC

43000 ‘-, 150 degree programs . PROGRAMS
g 2020

applicants for applicants for applicants for

56 31 29

Undergraduate Graduate Postgraduate
[Frograms programs programs

BS Chemistry BS Software
Engineering

Year Wise Rise of Merit in Reqgular Academic Programs
4 2

G R The Facilitation Center addressed about
§ ) . ;
rEEy 23,UDD admission-related queries.

More than f'_“\, s
13ﬂﬂﬂ | “:-Eal Resofved = DR
appicants visited o r'l 2000 cnline queries _'\.'ﬁ;a'- 8000

Facilitaticn Center omails received
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THE ARTWORKS REFLECT LIFE ON CANVAS

The artist Muhammad Javed explaining the creative conecpt behind the paintings to the Vice Chancellor Dr Ishtiag Ahmad during exhibition

he Institute of Art and Design organized an art exhibition under the

theme of “Reflection of Life” showcasing the work of renowned

artist Muhammad Javed. A solo work of the living legend was
displayed at Zubeida Agha Art Gallery of the University on Oct 6.

About thirty-two oil paintings, six calligraphies, and six charcoal drawings
of Muhammad Javed were displayed. The exhibited artwork represented
realities of life through the process of creating interesting forms, building
strong composition by dividing space, delineating objects and
manipulating the canvaswith great skills.

The artist portrayed the life in his surroundings into patches of paint that
are arranged in compositions, which have a strong effect on the viewer due
to their colour palette. Shades of blue, a range of green, the introduction of
pale hues, and areas of subtle and vivid tones mark his work different from
his peers.

& & I feel honored that my 12" solo exhibition 'Reflection of Life' was
displayed at Zubeida Agha Art Gallery, University of Sargodha. It
is the first syndicate approved art gallery of the region with
professional and conducive environment. It is much appreciated
that the university took such a great step by establishing the art
gallery to create an artistic atmosphere in the region. | am hoping
to do more exhibitions here in the future to motivate the young
artists of Sargodha. } )

Muhammad Javed
Artist

Ahout the Artist

Muhammad Javed is a recipient of First Annual Distinguished Artist Award
from MIT, USA, in 1989 and has nine solo shows at his credit organized in the
country and abroad. Recently, he is featured among 39 artists of the world
ina German book 'Relevance in the Art: Fine Art Masters of 21 Century' by K
Heinz Player.

/

Impressions from
0ld Lahore-2016,
0il on canvas,
Palette-knife

A bhusy road during
Fog in Lahore city 2015,
0il on canvas, Palette knife

Busy, gritty Charing Cross Road
in foggy weather in Lahore has
always seemed like a likely
subject.

roadside of
Muree - 2018,
0il on canvas,
Palette knife

Pray for water-2019 Palette knife

In this painting, artist portrayed water problem
with three pitcher pots with its different positions
are describing water problems facing by the
people of rural areas of Pakistan.
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Ul GREENMETRIC DECLARES SU AS THE WORLD'S
526" MOST SUSTAINABLE UNIVERSITY

he University of Sargodha secured 526

positions in the Ul GreenMetric World

Universities rankings for 2020, out of 912
universities worldwide. This is a 186-step
improvement in its ranking position since 2018 when
it stood at 712 out of 719 universities.

For 2020, the number of universities increased by 193,
with European universities topping the list, including
Wageningen University and Research, Netherland, at
No.l and University of Oxford, UK, at No.2. In Pakistan,
Sargodha University is ranked 17 out of 50
universities.

The Ul GreenMetric World University Ranking is an
initiative of Universitas Indonesia launched in 2010.
Its criteria for determining the current condition and
policies related to Green Campus and Sustainability
in the universities includes the location and size of
the campus, the amount of green space as well asthe
information on energy use, transport, water use and
recycling and waste treatment.

SARGODHA UNIVERSIT
STANDS AT 545 POSIT

argodha University has been ranked at 545"

position by QS Asia Universities ranking, out of

650 qualified universities (including 106 new
entrantsthisyear).

The London-based Quacquarelli Symonds' ranking
criteria include parameters such as the Academic
Reputation, Employer Reputation, Faculty Student
Ratio, Staff with PhD, Citation per Paper and
International Research Network.

In terms of these parameters, the University stood at
251+ in Academic and Employer Reputation; 185 in

oyl Pl Wi S, P,

In terms of specific scores, Sargodha University is
ranked 65" in the world and 2™ in Pakistan in Setting
and Infrastructure facilities; 118" in the world and 3“in
Pakistanin Education and Research position;303™in
the world and 12" in Pakistan in Transportation
facilities.

ASIAN
UNIVERSITY
—— RANKINGS

International Research Network category; 301+ in
Staff with PhD degrees, Citation per Paper and
Faculty-Student Ratio.

From Pakistan, 50 universities qualified for the 2021
QS Asia ranking, with Sargodha University securing
17" position. This year the number of national
universities that qualified QS ranking are more than
doubled. Majority of the new entrants were from the
private sector, paying for the branding service the
ranking agency offered for increasing their global
rankings.

Z00LOGY GCHAIR WINS
GOLD MEDAL IN WILDLIFE

o honour the research contribution of Prof Dr Muhammad

Arshad in the field of Zoology, the Applied Zoological Society of

Pakistan (AZSP) awarded him with the 'Prof Dr Shahnaz Akhtar
Rana Gold Medalin Wildlife'.

To highlight the vulture crisis in South Asia, Dr Arshad along with Indian
and American scientists worked with the famous TV channel National
Geographic. Dr Arshad and his team discovered the ultimate cause of
vulture mortality in Pakistan and published the study in the well-
reputed journal Nature. He has worked on Conservation Biology,
Wildlife Ecology, Molecular Biology and Environmental Biology and
published hiswork in peer-reviewed journals.

Dr Muhammad Arshad has published more than 55 research papers in
the journals of international repute, published a book and won 04
Competitive Research Projects, 1 Pland 3 as Co-Pl. He presented papers
in various national/international conferences, supervised 47 MPhil/ MSc
(Hons)and 03 PhD Theses.

Dr M Arshad earned his PhD from the University of Heidelberg, Germany. He is
serving as the Professor/Chairman of the Department of Zoology and the
Resident Officer, University of Sargodha. Moreover, he has also served as
Convener Board of Studies, Director Riaz Shad Forum, Event Manager and
Chairman hall council, University of Sargodha.

Not only a scientific but a
conducive environment is
equally responsible for
hetter scientific research
and growth, and no doubt,
SU has provided me with
the best environment to
excel in the field of
zoology.

Dr Muhammad Arshad

The encouraging environment
at SU has fortified me for
professional growth while
interdisciplinary  research
culture and funds are
important for professional
growth.

Dr Irfanullah

DR IRFAN ULLAH WINS ANOTHER
GOLD MEDAL FOR SCIENTIFIGC
CONTRIBUTION IN ENTOMOLOGY

o recognize the academic achievements of Dr Muhammad Irfan

Ullah in the field of Entomology, the Applied Zoological Society

of Pakistan (AZSP) awarded him the 'Prof Dr Anjum Suhail
Memorial Gold Medal in Entomology'. Earlier this year, Dr Irfan Ullah was
also awarded Prof Imtiaz Ahmad Gold Medal 2020 for his recognition in
entomological research.

Dr Irfan has published more than 70 research papers in the journals of
International repute, published a book and several book chapters, won
several international travel grants; presented papers in more than 50
various national/ international conferences, supervised 22 MPhil/ MSc
(Hons)/and 03 PhD Theses, won 02 Competitive Research Projects as P!,
02 as Co-PIl. He has worked on insect-plant interaction, insect stress
biology, insect genetics, and citrus entomology and has published his
work in peer-reviewed journals.

Dr Muhammad Irfan Ullah earned his PhD from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, USA, and is working as an Assistant Professor at the Department of
Entomology, University of Sargodha. Additionally, he serves as Deputy Director
at the Office of Research, Innovation, and Commercialization (ORIC). He has
been among the productive researchers of the University of Sargodha. He is
also a team leader of a joint international project with Chinese University and

manages a Biological control laboratory established with the cooperation of
South China Agricultural University




WEBINARS

SOCIAL WORK

APPROACHES GAN'REDUCE

DOMESTIC VIOLENGCE

o prevent and eliminate violence against

women amid the pandemic, the Department

of Social Work organized a webinar titled
'Women Violence and Role of Social Work' in
solidarity with UN International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women under the
theme of 'Orange the World: Fund, Respond,
Prevent,and Collect' on November 25, 2020.

The surge in violence against women, especially
domestic violence, has led to another pandemic
termed by the UN as 'Shadow Pandemic' during the
COVID-19 crisis. The expert called for collaborative
and collective efforts to mitigate the magnitude,
intensity and density of violence against women at
the nationaland international level.

Recommendations

B Dictatorial behaviours, violence against
vulnerable segments of society, uneven
distribution of wealth and disrespecting women
are the hallmarks of traditional and conservative
societies. Through building collective
conscience, we should challenge this mindset
thatfindsitsrootsin oppressing the vulnerable.

Violence against women impedes the goal of
achieving gender equality. Until women and girls
are assured the right to live free of violence, they
must be provided with the requisite support and
protection.

There is a dire need to recognize the role of
women and take substantial steps for ensuring

BREAKING THE GLASS
CEILING AND GETTING
OFF THE STICKY FLOOR

o discuss a better workplace environment and
encourage women towork and succeed, Noon
Business School conducted a webinar titled
'Gender equality at the workplace: Breaking the glass

ceiling and getting off the sticky floor' under the UN
SDG 5: Gender Equality on October15.

the equal participation
of womeninlegislation.

Social workers can build
strong links with other
agenciesand encourage
better access to services
forvulnerable families.

The Government should

develop policies to end

aggression against

women in all its forms by

focusing on women

participation in legislation, and provision of
better employment opportunities and health
care facilities.

The Government should take preventive
measures to eliminate violence against women,
launch massive awareness campaigns, and
devise and implement sustainable policies.

Ethical and moral values like tolerance, peace
and patience should be inculcated among youth.

To eliminate violence, social workers need to
keep updated with the latest reports and
statistical data on domestic violence, learn from
relevant serious case reviews and attend training.

Aboutthe Speaker

B DrSaraSafdar, Member, National Commission on
the Status of Women, Government of Pakistan

The webinar explored how companies of the 21°
century are building and improving their inclusive
strategies for achieving gender equality at the
workplace.

SGHOLARS STRESS THE
ROLE OF RURAL WOMEN IN THE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF PAKISTAN

n recognition of the significant role of rural

women in supporting their communities,

Sargodha University observed UN International
Rural Women's Day on October15.

The theme for this International Day of Rural Women
is 'Building rural women's resilience in the wake of
COVID-19, to create awareness of these women's
struggles, their needs, and their critical and key role
inoursociety.

Additionally, the International Center for Punjab
Studies Sargodha University also organized a
webinar to amplify the voices of rural women who
contribute tremendously to Pakistani society but
whose contributions remain unknown and unseen.

During the panel discussion, participants discussed
existing policies and a framework for safeguarding
therights of rural working women. The experts called
for raising the socio-economic status of rural women
and suggested implementation of the Women's
Property Act 2019 to ensure that rural women should
not be left behind.

Recommendations

B Media should play an active role in creating
awareness and developing an understanding of
issues like female child education, property
transfer, early marriages, and early and excessive
childbearing.

Media should reduce unfruitful discussions on
political mattersand turn towardsissuesthat can
make a differencein the life of rural women.

To transform rural women's lives, acknowledge
their contribution in the agriculture sector and
rural households, address their grievances,

Integrate gender-disaggregated data into
decision making and share evidence of the
impact of future work trends on women and a
company'sactioninthisregard.

Build systems that are developed in non-
discriminatory ways and free from biases. Such
systems must be developed by diverse teams to
ensure a competitive environment in the
workplace.

Demonstrate leadership through advocacy and
communication efforts to build an environment

Ahmad Raza Wattoo Itrat Sultan

provide skills and opportunities for a dignified
life.

Only an annual celebration is not enough to
ensure women's importance in society. True
liberation of women could come from their
socio-economic and gender emancipation
initiatives.

Pakistani rural women suffer from the burden of
unpaid productive, reproductive and domestic
labour. Their production labour is not considered
eligible for GDP statistics.

Women farmworkers are not registered as formal
labourers and are thus ineligible for social
security, workers' welfare benefits, health,
education and skillstraining opportunities.

About the Panelists

B Ms Itrat Sultan, Director Programs, Center for
Social Education and Development, Islamabad

B Mr Ahmad Raza Watoo, President, Punjabi
Parchar, Lahore

that promotes gender equality and removes
systemic constraints for women to fully
participate in the new world of work.

Waiza Rafique, Advocate Lahore High Court

Kamran Ashfaqg, Chairman Department of
Sociology, Bahauddin Zakariya University,
Multan

Sabahat Rafique, President/Executive Director,
United We REACH




TRAINING YOUTH WITH PRODUCTIVE
SKILLS FOR COMPETITIVE EDGE

he Career Development Center (CDC) at Sargodha University launched two series of virtual sessions in Fall

2020 aimed to equip students with the set of skills and knowledge for ensuring maximum utility of time

productively amid the pandemic. The theme of the sessions revolved around the skill development of
students by informing the audience about the careful selection of their career paths and upskilled them with
creative skillsto meet the job marketrequirementsinthedigital age.

The series provided the students with an opportunity to interact with the trainers of national and international repute
and get benefit from their expertise. To ensure active participation, the trainers engaged the audience and

INFLUENGE OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON
FOOD SECURITY AND APPROACHES
TO MITIGATE ITS CONSEQUENCES

e

Dr llker Ugu|u :' JHE | a;m:z:oor %‘; ! Dr Abrar Hussain
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- addressed their queries through Q&A session and live polling. Around twenty thousand students were engaged

virtually through these sessions.

Dr Nudrat Aisha | 7 ;
ﬁ Akram ¢ p ! Dr Mobina Ulfat

he Department of Botany organized an

International webinar titled 'Influence of

Climate Change on Food Security and
Approaches to Mitigate its Consequences' on
October7,2020.

The webinar was aimed at highlighting the urgency
of revamping food and agriculture systems to
combat the drastic effects of climate change and
present concrete solutionsfor this global issue.

The deliberations were made on advancement in
botanical research and conservational strategies of
crop plants by keeping in view the fluctuation in
climate across the globe.

The event provided an opportunity to the actively
involved botanical researchers for exchanging ideas
in reducing the impact of climate change on crop
plants through the application of the latest
techniques and strategies.

Recommendations

B Tomeetthe needsofagrowingworld population,
diversified agro-ecological systems and
sustainable management of natural resources
should be adopted for showing greater resilience
toclimate change.

For adapting to climate change, maintaining
biodiversity for food and agriculture has become
indispensable. The overexploitation of natural
resources and other change-inducing factors
caused by human activities should be reduced.

Encourage the conservation of genetic resources
by using ex-situ and in-situ techniques in the
farms. Recognize the contribution of indigenous
genetic resources, ensure their protection, and
utilize traditional knowledge into practice.

Foster local agriculture and food systems as a
strategy to conserve genetic resources and
support the contribution of underutilized and
neglected species for maintaining biodiversity.

6 Dr Fahim Arshad
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To raise yields, decrease production costs and
increase gross margins, utilize practices such as
crop rotationanddripirrigation.

Incorporate a whole-farm integrated crop
management approach. It is crucial to prioritize
risk reduction through diversification of both
crops and buyers and markets. Adoption of basic
agronomic techniques can reduce the damage
from droughts, floods and other extreme
weather.

Expand the capacity in remote weather stations,
disease modeling and indexinsurance systems.

The technology can be used for improved pest
and disease forecasting and control, risk-
reducing financial instruments and higher-
precision climate change modeling.

Food security and climate change require
national and regional actors to take numerous
initiatives for the environment, including control
over volatile global food markets and managing
food production in line with food consumption
patterns. Such controls will ensure the stability
and dependability of imports and exports of vital
food resources.

Aboutthe Speakers
B Drllker Ugulu, Professor, Usak University, Turkey

B Dr Mansoor Hameed, Professor, University of
Agriculture, Faisalabad

Dr Rana Abrar Hussain, Principal, University of
Education, Lahore

Dr Fahim Arshad, Chairperson, University of
Okara, Okara

Dr Nudrat Aisha Akram, Associate Professor,
Government College University, Faisalabad

Dr Mobina Ulfat, Assistant Professor, Lahore
College for Women University, Lahore

Career Choices for Women
Speaker: Ms Shabana Mahfooz

Senior journalist

To encourage women's
participation in the national
economy, Ms Shabana Mahfooz
shared her exciting professional
journey and insightful thought
on career development during
the virtual session on October 23.

The session urged women to
tackle obstacles in their career
path in the form of societal
pressure, gender discrimination
and harassment by challenging
taboos with a proactive
approach. The discussion
elaborated that women have the
capacity and intellectual

Art of Creative Writing
Speaker: Mr Mubashar Naqvi
Feature Writer, Freelance Journalist,

Columnist at The News,

Media Consultant and Teacher
To instil creative skills for content
creating for different genres
across the media, Mr Mubashar
Naqvi shared his expertise in
producing content for Print,
Electronic and Digital Media in
the virtual session on October 7.

The speaker explained that the
art of creative writing requires
aesthetic skills to convert the
abstract ideas and thoughts into
appealing verbal and visual
content with an innovative
approach for captivating
audience attention.

Techniques of News Production

Speaker: Mr Syed Arsalan Abbas Sherazi
Senior Sports Journalist, News
Producer/Anchor/Host PTV World

For acquainting students with
the techniques of news
production, Mr Arslan Sherazi
shed light on the responsibilities
of the news producer and
reporter during the live session
on December 10. The speaker
explained that a news reporter
should give prime importance to
the accuracy of the facts before
broadcasting breaking news.

To develop an exclusive scoop
and lead story, the reporter
should have a nose for news to
find newsworthy element out of

strength to excel in any field.

an ordinary situation.

VIRTUAL CONSULTANCY FOR INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

o facilitate the students, young faculty and
aspirants pursuing an international academic
career, the Career Development Center
conducted a series of virtual consultancy workshops
'Window to Global Education'. The sessions covered
the complete roadmap of international scholarship
which apprised the students about various platforms
to search international scholarship opportunities
and prepare their portfolio according to the

international standards to get a competitive edge.
The experts provided authentic information about
international scholarships, grants/programs, and
how to prepare an application package along with
tips and tricks of writing the statement of purpose of
the students to compete with global educational
standards. These series were arranged under
services of 'Scholarship Consultancy, and Training &
Development!

Amongst all the public sector universities in Punjab, CDC at Sargodha University is leading to engage the students and
enhancing theirintellectual and creative skills through various sessions and activities.
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0&A SESSION WITH TARIQ PIRZADA
FORMER CHIEF COMMISSIONER ISLAMABAD

nother loaded session was hosted by the

Alumni Association of Sargodha University,

titled '"From student to civil servant:
Encounter with Tarig Mehmood Pirzada'on July 17.

Tarig Mahmood Pirzada, Former Chief
Commissioner Islamabad is our proud
alumnus from the batch 1969-1971 of the then
Government College Sargodha (GCS). He had
rendered his services in Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) administration on different
administrative positions including; City
Magistrate, Assistant Commissioner and
Deputy Commissioner. He also served as a
member Administration of National Highway
Authority (NHA), Islamabad. He shared his
views regarding the significance of
civilization, culture, the evolutionary growth
of GCS, and highlighted the need for critical
skillsamong youth.

College is the place where moments bhecome forever
etched memories. Please share your memories of college
life.

College days were the days that | always look back on
and reminisce. | got enrolled in GCS about 50 years
back when it was among the most outstanding
colleges of Pakistan. | am truly proud that my
institution has undergone evolutionary changes and
has become a hub of higher education.

Describe your relationship with the teachers of GCS and
activities in which you were involved in as a student.
During my college days, | had a potent relationship
with my teachers that helped me in boosting my
intellect. Healthy relationships with teachers draw
students into the process of learning and foster the
desire to learn. GCS had wonderful teachers, blended
with competency and charismatic personality. They
leftanindelible mark onthe students' persona.
Besides studying, | participated in various co-
curricular activities, especially indoor games. | was a
champion in table tennis and carom board game.
The professor of economics used to play tennis with
us that cultivated a sense of discipline and
sportsmanship.

Who was your inspiration before joining civil services?

My friend Javaid Igbal Awan, a politician and a
member of the assembly was my source of
inspiration. In college, he used to be the president of
the college union. | completed my graduation in 1971
and joined the civil services of Pakistan. This was to
mark the beginning of an illustrious and

distinguished career. | was the 15" deputy
commissioner of the ICT administration and later
assumed the charge of chief commissioner,
Islamabad.

What role does education play in the postmodern world?
The main aim of education in postmodern ethos is
materialism and to fit in the industry capital
economy. It is promoting individualism against
collective values. Whereas, true meaning and
purpose of education are to train intelligence into
social morality, fear of falsehood, and a society built
on equality and high morals. An able-bodied man
without characteris of no good.

What advice would you like to give to empower the young
generation?

The youth should follow Igbal's philosophy of action
for facing modern-day challenges. Igbal was not just
a poet for excellence but an epoch and a perpetual
fountain of inspiration for youngsters to achieve
unachievable goals and compete with other nations
using theirinborn talentand vision.
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